Abstracts: Ichthtyofaunistic survey in perennial Wajoo nullah,an important tribitry of river Ravi in Kathua District, has shown the existence of 64 fish species belonging to 7 orders, 17 families and 42genera. Gudusia chapra and Parambassis bacails are the new records for Jammu and Kashmir State. Fish fauna is dominated by Cyprinifonnes (37 species), followed by Siluriformes (12 species), Perciformes (9 species), Synbranchiformes and Osteoglossiformes (2 species each) and Clupeiformes and Beloniformes (1 species each). Overexploitation, illegal fishing and fishing during breeding season are serious threats to fish resources in Wajoo nullah.
INTRODUCTION
Kathua district of Jammu region is drained by the river Ravi and is joined by a large number of seasonal and perennial tributaries. Some of these tributaries at the foot hills of Shivaliks are spring fed, pooled, highly productive water bodies having a rich diversity and density of macrophytes, algae, macrobenthos, prawns, crabs, fish etc. Due to good water quality and rich diversity of fish food organisms many fish species from the river Ravi migrate freely for breeding and feeding and contribute to the rich fish diversity in the area Earlier, Joshi et al (1978) . Dutta and Kour (2006) Dutta et al, (2006) and Rathore and Dutta (2015ab) have added to the study of fish fauna of Kathua District. There is no record of fish fauna of Buzhoo nullah and has been enlisted. The objective of the present study is to provide a baseline data to the state fishery department to explore the possibilities of exploiting these water bodies for aquaculture, in framing a proper policy before issuing licenses to the fishermen and in stocking exotic and other fish species in the area. Topography: Wajoo nullah an important tributary in Kathua district has its origin in village Samper Sola, Kathua town, from a spring. It is mainly spring fed, pooled, sluggish water body and is also joined by a large number of seasonal and perennial tributaries including a distributary of Ujh river. Wajoo nullah enters Punjab down stream Janial village in Kathua and finally enters the river Ravi draining eastern boundary of Jammu region. Its catchment area has vast agricultural fields and overflowing water used for irrigation enters the nullah along its length. There is a good diversity and density of macrophytes and algal blooms are common during certain months. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Fishes collected by fishermen with castnet were purchased, studied for colour pattern and identified in the laboratory (Hamilton, (2015) noticed 42 fish species belonging to 5 orders, 10 families and 27 genera from river UJh. Dutta et.al, (2001) reported 59 fish species belonging to 6 orders, 15 families and 25 genera from river Basantar; an important tributary of the river Ravi, in Samba area. Sharma and Dutta (2012) resurveyed fish fauna of river Basantar and noticed 35 fish species belonging to5 orders, 10 families and 25 genera. A rich fish diversity in Wajoo nullah in comparison to some other tributaries of the river Ravi is attributed to: 1. Perennial water flow and presence of large number of pools along its length 2. A rich macrophytic and algal diversity and density and other fish food organisms. 3. Migration of fish from the river Ravi for feeding and breeding. Presence of Bagarius, Tor, Labeo, Garra, Cirrhinus etc. in this nullah indicates fish migration from the river Ravi. Fish conservation in this highly productive tributary of the river Ravi and other water bodies in Jammu requires a strict monitoring by the state fishery department. There is no check on fish size collection by fishermen. These collect fishes measuring few centimeters and weighing few gms. Commercial fishes like Tor tor, Tor putitora, Labeo spp, Cirrhinus spp, Aorichthys spp, Bagarius spp., etc weighing less than 100 gm are collected by fishermen. There should be total ban on fishing during fish breeding season viz; May-August as is instructed in the licences issued by the state fishery department. Many states in our country are strictly implementing total ban on fishing during monsoon.
Conclusion
Present fish survey in Wajoo nullah has shown rich diversity of 64 species in comparison to some other tributaries of the river Ravi in Kathua district. This is a tributary to perennial water flow, rich diversity and density of fish food organism and fish migration from the river Ravi. Fish conservation requires monitoring by the state Fishery Department to check illegal fishing methods, fishing of small sized fishes and implementing total ban on fishing during monsoon.
